
 

 

August 23, 2021 

 

Dear Bethel Park Families, 

 

Re: District Will Require Masks 

 

Tonight, during a special meeting held in the high school auditorium, the Bethel Park Board of School 

Directors approved an update to the District’s Health & Safety Plan that requires universal masking in all 

district-owned buildings, structures and transportation for the duration of the first semester, effective 

immediately. If your child does not have a mask, one will be provided. 

 

Tonight’s decision represents a reversal from the Board’s vote last week that would have made masking 

optional for District students and staff to start the school year. However, the Board has continued to 

monitor data points and guidance from local health experts and public agencies such as the Pennsylvania 

Departments of Health and Education, the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD), and doctors 

from UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh (Pediatric ICU and Infectious Disease), who recently 

advised Allegheny County school superintendents that universal masking is the safest way to return to in-

person learning. ACHD officials also indicated that updated contact tracing and quarantine requirements 

for schools will be enforced. The new requirements allow for an exception from quarantine for everyone 

except the positive case when all students are masked.  

 

We remain committed to returning to in-person learning five days per week and resuming most 

extracurricular activities. Under the current ACHD requirements, temporarily requiring masking is the 

best way to safeguard in-person learning with minimal quarantine-related disruptions. We continue to 

actively work with local and state health officials to establish realistic metrics for a safe and expeditious 

return to optional mask wearing and will closely monitor all factors contributing to these decisions and be 

prepared to act when necessary. 

 

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we do our best to navigate this very complicated issue 

and we will continue to do what is best for the students and staff of Bethel Park School District.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
James Walsh, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 


